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Cover photograph - Supermarine Spitfire named Portadown, purchased by The Belfast Telegraph Spitfire Fund
which contributed £85,000 to the UK-wide fund-raising effort; 17 Spitfires were named after locations in the province. The
Spitfire was designed by R. J. Mitchell and first flew on 6 March 1936. More than 20,000 were built up to 1948 and after
the Battle of Britain it formed the mainstay of RAF Fighter Command. Spitfires continued in service with the RAF until 1957.




